
Stonegate Messenger Article - March 2013 Issue 
	  

Do You Know Your Water? 
 
Have you ever wondered just how you receive or get your supply water? A great deal of engineering and 
support goes into supplying our water needs and maintaining the water and wastewater infrastructure.  
Like many other community entities throughout Colorado, the Stonegate Village Metropolitan District is 
not different, and we must have the means of collecting, storing and distributing tremendous amounts of 
water as well as collect, treat and process the water we use! The District has a number of important 
projects and on-going activities that are focused on improving and maintaining our district water and 
wastewater resources and facilities.  As the District plans for the future use and maintenance of its water 
resources, it is very important to keep residents and businesses well informed.   
 
Recent seasonal drought studies, outlooks and reports released in late 2012 by the US Department of 
Commerce and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) highlight and show that 
drought conditions are persistent throughout Colorado, and are projected to remain throughout 2013.  
Although conditions are not extreme, and not declining, it is very important pay attention to our usage and 
conservation efforts individually and as a community.  The District fully understands the importance of 
water conservation, as well as maintaining and repurposing of our water supply.  Although equipment 
and materials do break and fail without warning, the District is best served by planning ahead with its 
operations and improvements projects to meet future use and demands.  As you walk or drive around the 
district you may notice many of these ongoing efforts to improving our water and wastewater resources 
and facilities…from removing and replacing water lines and wells, upgrades to facility equipment and 
infrastructures, improvements to our wastewater treatment facility, and even major construction projects 
on our drainage ways like the ongoing improvements to Newlin Gulch. 
 
What type of water are you using? Obviously - the water we drink, shower and clean with is potable 
water. By definition potable water…is water safe enough to be consumed (drinking water). The following 
is a brief overview of relevant terms and different definitions of types of water that the District manages 
and works with.   Additionally, knowing these definitions may help you understand some of the upcoming 
District projects and operations planned for and conducted on our water and wastewater resources. 
 
Reclaimed water…maybe referred to as recycled water, is wastewater of some kind that is treated and 
processed to remove solid waste, materials and some impurities.  As part of the District’s water 
conservation efforts reclaimed water is used in landscaping irrigation and limited watering of our parks.  
 
Renewable water…represents the surface water and alluvial groundwater that comes from the average 
annual flow of rivers and recharge of aquifers generated from precipitation. 

Wastewater…is any water that has been adversely affected in quality by human activity or influence, 
specifically the water we use and dispose of down our bath and kitchen drains. 

Raw water…is another term for natural water found in the environment, such as rainwater, groundwater, 
and water from bodies of lakes and rivers, which has not been treated for consumption. 

Effluent water…is defined as “wastewater”, treated or untreated, that flows out of a treatment plant or 
facility. 

WISE…is a term and acronym for Water Infrastructure and Supply Efficiency project. 

Drainage way…is a natural or man made conduit, ditch, system, or the like, that provides drainage or 
movement of water through or from an area. 

Alluvial well…is a well that is drilled into silt or sedimentary water deposit, from a river or lake. 

Groundwater…is water located beneath the earth’s surface in soil, spaces and in the fractures of rock 
formations known as aquifers beneath the surface. 
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Denver Water Basin…is a geological structural basin centered in eastern Colorado, but extends into 
southeast Wyoming, western Nebraska, and western Kansas; which underlies the entire Denver 
Metropolitan area. 

The District Board Members always welcome input from District residents, and recently the following 
questions were asked of SVMD Board Member and a long-time resident of Stonegate, Joe Maus. 
 
Question: Why did you feel it was important to run for election and participate on the SVMD 
board? “I had been a follower of the board's activity on and off since moving here in 1997.  While I 
generally didn't attend meetings, I did talk to a few board members from time to time, as well as read the 
minutes of the meetings to get an idea of the general direction and how things were going.  From general 
sense, I thought parks and recreation wise, that things were going well.  I especially appreciated the 
expansion of the pool facilities, especially a zero entrance pool for the little ones.  Additionally, I'm sure 
anyone who has used the new "clubhouse" can attest to how nice the facility is and great for hosting 
events.  But while those are nice to have things, I would argue the Board's most important function is to 
assure the delivery of water and sewer services, without which, none of us can live or prosper here.  So I 
thought, given the things on the board's plate moving forward, that someone with my background (B.S. in 
Geologic Sciences, familiarity with regulatory agencies like NRC, EPA, and a few others, and general 
interest in keeping the cost of governmental services as low as possible), could help in making the 
difficult decisions the Board would be facing.”  
 
Question: What do feel are the features and benefits of being a resident of SVMD? “Perhaps a 
better question is “What do I feel are the features and benefits of being served by SVMD?”  as SVMD 
serves a larger area than just Stonegate proper.   My earliest contact with SVMD was shortly after we 
moved in the water pressure had dropped to nearly nothing in our house.  I called the trouble number and 
a nice person answered the phone.  I explained the trouble, and he told me they had already dispatched 
someone to repair the issue.  I said, "Just one person?" to which he replied, "Yes, we know what the 
trouble is and he can fix it."  I thought, wow, these guys really know their system...  And sure enough in 
about 30 minutes the water pressure was back to normal again.  I really can't ask for better service than 
that.  Since then, I've come to know a bit more about the people behind the scenes that make this district 
work and I can say without reservation everyone that works for SVMD "owns" their respective role in 
it.  While most people or business served by SVMD will probably never have a reason to call or request 
service, I think it is good to know when someone does call, their concern will be handled in a fashion 
appropriate to their situation.” 
 
Question: With the lack of snowfall throughout Colorado this year and the potential drought 
conditions for the Denver Area Basin including SVMD, why is it important for District residents to 
participate in water conservation efforts? “Unfortunately, all of SVMD's water is "mined."  That is, we 
pump it all from the ground to a treatment facility and then to your tap.  So snow pack has no bearing on 
our water supplies as that water (known as "renewable" water) won't filter down to most of our well 
depths for a couple of thousand years, if that.  Like all mines, eventually the thing being mined "plays 
out."  In our case, that's water… and eventually, it WILL play out.  Some may note that Roxbourgh Park 
and other areas ran into this very issue a few years back.  Many of these areas now rely on "renewable" 
water supplies provided by other districts and in all cases, the cost to implement a long term solution was 
not trivial.  Luckily, SVMD happens to sit over a "good place" in the underground water mines (aquifers) 
but SVMD pumped more water last year than any in any year previous and looking at the long-range 
weather and precipitation forecasts for this summer, I think SVMD will make another run for the record 
pumped.  A few years back SVMD has started a project to replace approximately 50% of the current 
bluegrass with native grasses and plants that will eventually require less than half the water than the 
bluegrass does now.  Examples of this project are seen around the main entrances as well as areas 
around the gazebo in the main park, among others.  In addition, SVMD embarked on a complete rework 
of the sprinklers and timers as years of repairs with wrong heads and the like resulting in over and 
underwater conditions throughout the SVMD service area.  As that has been largely completed, SVMD 
then took that a step further.  As you may know, Colorado weather is somewhat odd in that the north side 
of SVMD might get rain but the south side may not get a drop.  So SVMD has connected all of its 



Stonegate Messenger Article - March 2013 Issue 
	  

sprinkler sub-controllers to local rain gauges to prevent the over and under watering within that sub-
controller's domain thus attempting to provide the right amount of water to the turf even if 3" of rain falls 
on one side of Lincoln and not the other. SVMD encourages its users to do the same, as irrigation is by 
far the largest use of water in the SVMD service area.  Are you looking to rework some of your 
backyard?  Look into replacing that bluegrass with things that take less water, like say, rock or native 
grasses and plants.  Currently, SVMD has rebate funds available for selected water conservation 
efforts.  Please do make sure before you take on this task that you obtain HOA approval and, if you're 
looking for a rebate, that rebate funds are still available.  Water, like all things scarce, will become more 
expensive in the years ahead, especially as the district moves to supplement its mined water with 
renewable water supplies.”  
 
Question: As we look to the coming year and future of SVMD, what District projects and activities 
are you most excited about? “Let's face it, water and sewer systems are not particularly exciting to 
most folks.  You turn the faucet on, you expect (clean) water to come out, you flush the toilet, you expect 
the waste to go "away."  But as a Board, the things we're doing to insure these events continue to 
happen are: Upgrades to our waste water treatment plant to meet new EPA/ State of Colorado 
requirements, and potential participation in the WISE project (renewable water from Denver and 
Aurora).  We don't yet know what the final package parameters are, but we're hopeful to know here in the 
next month or two.  Also, the wastewater treatment project should see SVMD through another 20 years 
or more, but the water side requires still more work as WISE does not meet all of SVMD's water 
needs.  To fully meet the future needs of SVMD customers will require some imaginative thinking and 
leveraging existing systems in other provider's systems to minimize the capital costs of all users of water 
in the south metro area. Conservation can take us part of the way there, but eventually, all ground water 
users in our area will need to transfer to renewable water and to make that work requires the capture and 
reuse of wastewater and construction of new water treatment facilities.  "Reuse" is a somewhat new 
concept to most customers of water systems today, but in a few years, SVMD users will be receiving at 
least some "reused" water via the WISE project.  Is it safe?  Yes.  In fact, when you think about it, all 
water is reused...  so it's not a novel concept.  The bottom line is, SVMD must eventually retire its wells 
and move to renewable water as those wells will become less productive or provide water with different 
characteristics (taste, color, mineral content) than they do currently.  It is, after all, hard to live in an arid 
area without a supply of good water.  The steps SVMD's board, in conjunction with those boards served 
by SVMD’s system, are taking are steps to assure continued service for many years to come.  As a 
Board member and as your neighbor, I suggest you make time to attend a board meeting from time-to-
time.” 
 
The next District Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 20th, at 5:00 pm, in the Community 
Center.  For more information on Stonegate Village Metropolitan District operations, as well as the many 
other District projects and programs supporting the community, please visit the District website at 
www.svmd.org, or call 303-858-9909, and or mail us Stonegate Village Metropolitan District, 2 Inverness 
Drive East, Suite 200, Englewood, CO 80112.  

 
 

	  


