
	  
November	  2015	  

	  
Fall Maintenance and Winter Preparation 

 

Many of your trees, shrubs and plants aren't immune to winter.  However, if 
you use and manage your landscaping with regionally native and other well-
adapted plants, you can minimize the care needed to keep your landscape 
healthy.  Lawns should be fertilized with a winterizer fertilizer, raked free of 
debris, and cut lower than usual to prevent fungal diseases from 
overwintering.  Some shrubs may need to be wrapped with breathable fabric, 
or even sprayed with an anti-desiccant to keep branches from breaking due to 
the weight of snow, or drying out in the harsh winter winds.  In general, 
evergreen shrubs and trees need more protection than plants that lose their 
leaves.     
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Winterizing your yard and landscaping is crucial to ensuring you have healthy 
plants and a better yard in the spring. Here are the three simple steps to help 
prepare your yard: 

• Use extra mulch.  Throughout the summer your mulch tends to 
breakdown and slowly disappear.  Protect your flowerbeds and other 
plants by adding another layer of mulch for the winter. Suggestion is to 
add two to three extra inches of processed hardwood or dyed mulch and 
three to four extra inches of course-textured mulch like pine bark, aged 
wood chips, or pine straw. 

• Use winterizing fertilizer.  All plants benefit from a late-season fertilizer 
application in the fall. Additional fertilizer helps build roots through winter 
and create early spring nutrient availability. A general fertilizer works 
well for most plants, but you can also purchase fertilizers for specific 
types of plants and take out the guesswork. Make sure to read the label 
and follow directions carefully before using. 

• Use the right tools. Gather pruners, shears, a handsaw, rakes, 
shovels, a hand spade, a garbage can, a wheel barrow, and a broom or 
a blower, makes your work cleaning up your yard and landscaping much 
easier.  Rake fallen leaves, prune bushes, and cut back stray tree limbs 
to keep your yard healthy and help your landscaping survive the harsh 
winter season.  
 

The Stonegate Village Metropolitan District Board of Directors are currently 
reviewing separate contractor proposals for District Turf and Landscape 
Maintenance, Snow Removal and Shrub, Flower Bed, and Ground Cover 
Maintenance, and should select a new contractor and service provider very 
soon.  Additionally, the District would like to highlight recent repairs and 
maintenance accomplishments during the late summer and early fall months: 

• Installation of a new filter system for the District’s irrigation pond will help 
provide improved water distribution. 

• New LED streetlights at all entrances, which not only provide better and 
safer lighting but also deliver, improved service at a lower utility cost. 
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• Repairs to the Stonegate Children’s Pool and improvements to the 

associated drainage issues in the adjacent park and open space. 

 
• Repairs, sealing and painting of the Community Center parking lot.  
• Major repairs and resurfacing of District’s basketball court and tennis 

courts. 
• Improvements and repairs to facility HVAC systems at the Community 

and Activity Centers, including professional cleaning of ductwork, new 
filters, upgraded mechanical components and new thermostats. 

 



	  
November	  2015	  

	  
• Improvements to the pocket park area in Stonegate’s Filing 21, including 

the installation of new playground equipment and concrete repairs to 
sidewalks and area pathways. 

• Area repairs, staining and painting of fences along Lincoln, Keystone 
and Stonegate Parkway. 

• Refurbishing the island median along Flowergate Way, near Pine Grove 
Elementary School removing excessive and overgrown plants, which 
increased traffic safety and visibility of pedestrian traffic along sidewalks. 

 

The Stonegate Village Metropolitan District, located in unincorporated Douglas 
County, Colorado, is an independent entity; a separate organization from the 
Stonegate Homeowners Association is responsible for four important services 
for residents and commercial businesses, which include Water and 
Wastewater, Recreational Facilities, Maintenance of Open Space & Public 
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Landscapes and Drainage-Way Maintenance.  Contact the District Manager 
for more information on Stonegate Village Metropolitan District, and on the 
many other District projects and programs supporting the community. Please 
visit the District website at www.svmd.org or call 303-858-9909, or mail us at 
Stonegate Village Metropolitan District, 7995 E. Prentice Ave, Suite 103E, 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111.  

	  

	  


